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John Graham-Hall studied at King’s College, Cambridge and the Royal College of Music. He sings 

regularly with all the major British opera companies, with roles including Albert Herring, Tanzmeister 

Ariadne auf Naxos, Basilio and Monostatos Die Zauberflöte (Royal Opera House), Kudrjáš Káťa 

Kabanová, Flute A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Basilio, Bob Boles, Mayor/Abrenuncio Love and Other 

Demons, Eisenstein Die Fledermaus, Aschenbach Death in Venice, Lysander, Ferrando Così fan tutte, 

Valzacchi, Tikhon Káťa Kabanová, Herod Salome, Ajax 1 La belle Hélène, Vítek The Makropulos Affair, 

Shuisky Boris Godunov, Mime Siegfried, Sylvester The Silver Tassie, Goro Madama Butterfly, Triquet 

Eugene Onegin, Danilo The Merry Widow, Alwa Lulu and Lysander A Midsummer Night’s Dream

(English National Opera), Cassio Otello (Welsh National Opera), Eisenstein and the Schoolmaster 

The Cunning Little Vixen (Scottish Opera), and Mayor Albert Herring, Tikhon, Elcius The Fortunes of 

King Croesus and Dr Caius Falstaff (Opera North). He has also sung the title role The Excursions of Mr 

Brouček for Opera North and Scottish Opera, and Kurt Schwitters in the premiere of Nyman’s Man 

and Boy: Dada for Almeida Opera.

Recent and future engagements include Bob Boles Peter Grimes (Royal Opera House), Snout 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Teatro Real, Madrid), Dr Caius Falstaff (La Monnaie, Brussels), Dr Blind 

Die Fledermaus (The Grange Festival), Sellem The Rake’s Progress (The Grange Festival), and Arbate 

Mitridate (Garsington Opera). He has also appeared as Bob Boles Peter Grimes at the Royal Opera 

House and as Živný Osud at Opera North.

His international career has included Aschenbach Death in Venice at Teatro alla Scala, Milan, and 

English National Opera; Aron Moses und Aron at the Opéra National de Paris and Teatro Real, 

Madrid; the title role Peter Grimes at La Scala; Dr Caius Falstaff at La Monnaie, Brussels; Sellem 

The Rake’s Progress at The Grange Festival; Kedril From the House of the Dead at La Monnaie and the 

Opéra National de Lyon; and Snout A Midsummer Night’s Dream at Teatro Real. He has also 

appeared at the Metropolitan Opera, Glyndebourne, Aix-en-Provence, Salzburg and the BBC Proms.

John has worked with conductors including Haitink, Harnoncourt, Boulez, Andrew Davis, Tate, Rattle, 

Gardiner and Abbado. He has given concerts throughout Europe and with the major British 

orchestras, appearing frequently at the Barbican and Southbank Centre. Concert engagements include 



Handel’s Messiah, Henze’s Kammermusik 1958, Schubert’s Winterreise, Britten’s War Requiem, 

Honegger’s Jeanne d’Arc au bûcher, Peter Grimes and Vaughan Williams’ Sir John in Love.

His recordings include Carmina Burana, Lloyd Webber songs, Lysander A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

and Basilio, Alwa, Vítek, Herod, Monostatos, Tanzmeister Ariadne auf Naxos, Bob Boles Peter Grimes, 

Isacco The Thieving Magpie and the Idiot Wozzeck for Chandos.

John is also the author of the novel My Wife the Diva.
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